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California is poised to kill rooftop solar, damaging climate and health
Mark Z. Jacobson (opinion contributor) - The Hill

Getty Images

The California Public Utilities Commission is poised to kill off much of the rooftop
solar photovoltaic (PV) industry in California, which will result in the use of more
polluting natural gas and biomass electricity as well as dirty electricity imported from
out of state.

The use of the new dirty electricity will raise air pollution death rates in California
above the 12,000 per year who perish in the state already. Most of these additional
deaths will be in poor communities in the Los Angeles basin and Central Valley,
where pollution levels are already the highest in the state.

Roof PV should be encouraged to reduce natural gas and overhead wires.
The effort to end rooftop solar is through an esoteric rule called Net Metering 3.0.

This rule, pushed by the utilities, supported by only a few groups - and opposed by the
vast majority of environmental groups - appears to be a back-door effort to get
middle- and working-class homeowners to pay the damage costs of explosions,
blowouts and fire damage caused by the utilities themselves. These incidents include,
among others,

The 2010 San Bruno natural gas explosion that destroyed a neighborhood and killed
eight people, costing Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) $565 million in
settlements and another $1.7 billion in fines.

The 2015-2016 Aliso Canyon natural gas blowout, which Sempra energy paid $1.8
billion for in settlements. Sempra energy owns SoCal Gas and San Diego Gas and
Electric. The $7.5 billion cost of wildfires in PG&E's territory in 2017 alone. In 2021,
PG&E was allowed to recover those costs from ratepayers. Since then, much more
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fire damage has occurred, and utilities are facing pressure to find a source of funds to
pay the new damage costs.

Instead of implementing policies that would address the root causes of these disasters
and the resulting high costs of energy, namely natural gas and the overhead
transmission system causing fires, utilities are proposing to do the opposite, namely
to tax the solution.

Utilities should instead promote rooftop PV to reduce the need for long-distance
transmission and to eliminate natural gas from new and existing buildings. Almost all
building owners pay for both natural gas and electricity, and this helps to drive up
overall energy costs.

There is no need for two sources of energy in a building. There is nothing that natural
gas can do that electricity cannot do better and cheaper.

For starters, the natural gas hookup fee alone for new homes ranges from
around $3,000 to $10,000. Natural gas pipes are another $2,000 to $15,000. These
costs are completely eliminated with an all-electric home. Utilities should encourage
new and existing home- and building-owners to go all electric.

This involves using electric heat pumps instead of natural gas air or water heaters or
clothes dryers and using electric induction cooktops instead of natural gas cooktops.
Heat pumps use one-fourth the energy as natural gas heaters, so encouraging
building owners to use only heat pumps saves consumers enormous costs over the
lifetime of the appliances.

Utilities should also encourage home weatherization and the use of LED lights and
energy-efficient appliances.

The justification for the rule is misplaced
The primary justification for the proposed rule is that, as more homeowners put solar
PV on their roofs, fewer will pay grid charges, so the cost of maintaining the grid will
be spread over fewer kilowatt-hours of energy passing through the grid, raising bills
to non-PV owners.

However, if instead of taxing solar, utilities encouraged replacing natural gas with
electricity, the cost of air pollution deaths and illness due to natural gas would
decrease and demand for electricity among non-PV owners would increase, not
decrease.

In fact, the assumption that the number of kilowatt-hours of electricity will stay
constant over time in California is faulty, so the basis for taxing solar is faulty.

As California transitions to clean, renewable energy as it must under policies
including SB100 (California's 100 percent renewable electricity law) as well as
gubernatorial executive orders B-55-18 (carbon neutrality) and N-79-20 (zero vehicle
emissions by 2035), it will electrify transportation, heating and industrial processes,
creating new demands for electricity, allowing the grid cost to be spread over more
kilowatt-hours of electricity.
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In fact, a recent study I co-authored for California found that such electrification will
double electricity needs in the state and reduce energy costs substantially while
creating jobs. As such, even with a huge growth in rooftop PV, the cost of maintaining
the grid will be spread over more, rather than fewer, kilowatt-hours than today.

The rule itself is inequitable
Finally, the structure of the proposed tax discourages rooftop PV and is perverse.
PG&E, for example, will charge homeowners a flat $8 per month per kilowatt of
installed solar PV. For a 10-kilowatt system, that amounts to $960 per year.

That cost is on top of the cost to build the PV system, which ranges from $25,000 to
$40,000 before even considering batteries. The $960 per year eats into the ability to
pay for the system, discouraging homeowners from investing.

The perversity is that the bigger the homeowner's system, the less the homeowner uses
the grid - yet, the larger the tax. For example, if a homeowner has a very large
enough system (lots of kilowatts) with batteries, the homeowner pays a heavy tax but
may hardly ever use the grid, so the utility is taking money but is not providing any
service in return.

In sum, California needs to decide if it really cares about people's health, climate and
low-cost energy. If it does, this rule should be abandoned.

(Mark Z. Jacobson is a professor of civil and environmental engineering at Stanford
University. His work forms the scientific basis for the U.S. Green New
Deal and California's SB100.)

US intelligence says Russia has prepared a false-flag operation to invade Ukraine
Jordan Williams - The Hill

The Hill
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U. S. intelligence findings point to Russia having prepared a false-flag operation to
invade Ukraine.
V.
"We do have information that indicates that Russia is already working actively to
create a pretext for a potential invasion, for a move on Ukraine," Pentagon Press
Secretary John Kirby told reporters on Friday.

Kirby's comments came shortly after the plans for the operation were confirmed by a
U.S. official, who said the US was laying the groundwork for accusing Ukraine of
preparing an "imminent attack" against Russian forces.

"The Russian military plans to begin these activities several weeks before a military
invasion, which could begin between mid-January and mid-February," the official
said. "We saw this playbook in 2014 with Crimea."

The accusation from the U.S. comes after a week of diplomatic engagement between
the U.S., its European allies and Russia, which ended on Thursday with no major
breakthroughs. Moscow hasn't directly committed to engaging in any future dialogue.

Russia has massed tens of thousands of troops near Ukraine's border, sparking fears
that Moscow may be planning to invade its neighbor in a manner similar to when it
annexed Ukraine's Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

American, Russian diplomats to meet over security concerns as tension with Ukraine
mounts. President Biden has warned Russian President Vladimir Putin that Moscow
would face serious economic sanctions if Russia were to invade Ukraine.

Moscow, however, has repeatedly denied any intentions of invading Ukraine.

National security adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters on Thursday that the threat of a
second invasion was "high" and said the U.S. would have details on "what we see as
this potential laying of a pretext" to share with the press.

Ukraine's Ministry of Defense also released a statement on Friday accusing Russia of
plotting to provoke its own forces and place the blame on Kyiv, adding "the military
units of the aggressor country and its client states receive orders to prepare for such
provocations."

As part of the false-flag plans, Washington has information indicating that Moscow
has prepositioned a group of operatives who are trained in urban warfare and using
explosives to carry out "acts of sabotage against Russia's own proxy forces," the
official said.

The United States' information also indicates that Russian influence actors are
starting to fabricate Ukrainian provocations on in state and social media sites to
justify a Russian intervention.
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The influence actors are pushing narratives about human rights deteriorating in
Ukraine, blaming the West for escalating tensions, and "promoting Russian
patriotism to encourage domestic support for military action," the statement said.

'In another year or two, we will lose the Negev' warns fmr. IDF official
By 103FM - Jerusalem post

Jamal Awad/FLASH90

About 2,000 people, residents of Bedouin villages, demonstrated for long hours on
Thursday against tree planting by Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael-Jewish National Fund
(KKL-JNF) in the Negev.

According to reports, a policeman was injured by a stone thrown at him and two
demonstrators were evacuated to Soroka Medical Center in moderate condition,
along with the blocking of the roads to Arad and Dimona and stone-throwing against
vehicles traveling on these roads.

Maj. Gen. (Res.) Israel Ziv, former head of the IDF Operations Directorate,
addressed the situation in the south of the country on Friday morning.

In a conversation with Nissim Mash'al on 103FM, he stated: "This brings me back to
the pictures of the beginning of the First Intifada. The State of Israel should not take
the matter lightly. If we continue like this, we will lose the Negev in another year or
two."

Ziv expanded on his remarks: "We are seeing a kind of uprising which is being
ramped up by politicians. There could be a popular uprising here. A situation in
which the young people who took on nationalist responsibility and came out against
the IDF, while the Palestinian leadership did not know about it at all, and it either
prepared or joined or rode on this wave only later."

"Unfortunately, we have a similar situation in the Bedouin sector," said Ziv. "There is
a group of young people here, some with children or are husbands of women brought
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from Gaza or the southern Hebron Mountains. There is a phenomenon of accelerated
Islamization among this society. In all recent years, while the State of Israel ignored
them, they have built a kind of autonomy."

"They live in an independent system of economy and conduct, some also do not know
Hebrew and do not go to school. We are seeing a kind of uprising, of course it is also
heated up by politicians who want to earn their points from it.

" Ziv warned that "there could be a real popular uprising here, perhaps not on the
scale of Judea and Samaria but on a scale that would not allow the way of life of the
residents of the Negev."

The Jerusalem Post Israeli police officers clash with Bedouins during a protest
against tree planting by the Jewish National Fund, outside the Bedouin village of
al-Atrash in the Negev desert, southern Israel, January 13, 2022. (credit: JAMAL

AWAD/FLASH90)

In response, Mash'al asked him if his statement was not too serious.

Ziv replied in the negative: "Unfortunately not. Perhaps technically or officially we
are still there, but in practice for almost 20 years there has been no new settlement in
the Negev. Unfortunately, I stand behind the statement that Israel has abandoned the
Negev."

Asked if the dispute is really over land, Ziv replied: “The land is unequivocally not in
terms of a legal dispute over land ownership. There is also a traditional perception of
the Bedouin to hold on to the Negev and they consider themselves the owners, and
there is also the nationalist interest.
When the two things come together, we see the result we are seeing now. This is not
really about them taking from some farmer the land on which he grows his wheat.
There's a much heavier story here than this. Look what's going on there, I do not
believe there is even one business there that does not pay protection to the Bedouin. Is
this sovereignty? Is this a situation where there is law and order? The one who
controls there is the one who uses force."

https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/article-692471


When asked what he thinks should be the solution to the problem, Ziv said that "the
State of Israel should not take the matter lightly but put this issue at the top of its
priorities.
This is much more important than the Omicron. The coronavirus will pass in another
year or two, but if we continue like this we will lose the Negev.
We need to occupy it in quotation marks, not with tanks, but with a very strong
presence of security forces.
It needs to be re-occupied economically, including infrastructure, the establishment of
settlements - everything. We need to set up a special cabinet that will deal 100 percent
with this matter."

He later referred to the deaths of IDF officers in the training accident of the Egoz unit,
when he said that what led to the wrongful shooting was a routine of stealing
weapons from the bases.

"I learned from the reports and conversations with the IDF that the problem there
really stems from both the circumstances and an essential problem of an initiative,
which is at its base positive, but is not coordinated between the soldiers and the
framework," he explained.

"This is what brought about these dire circumstances. It must be said that the
situation is such that because equipment had been stolen from them the day before
and they were anxious that more weapons would be stolen from them, the officers
took the initiative which stemmed from a great deal of responsibility. At the end of a
training day, they took themselves and went to scan the area to see that God forbid
there were no weapons left there. They showed great responsibility," he explained.

How Russia will maintain its energy stranglehold on Europe
Tim McDonnell - Quartz

On Jan. 13, the US Senate voted against slapping sanctions on Nord Stream 2, a
pipeline set to deliver Russian natural gas to Germany. The pipeline, which has been
constructed but not yet opened, has figured prominently in this week’s stalled
strategic talks between Russia, the US, and NATO.

While few nations besides Russia are enthusiastic about the arrival of Nord Stream 2,
there’s no clear alternative for supplying the continent with critical crucial gas.

This week offered a preview of how Russia will use energy politics to flex its
geopolitical muscle even as Europe winds down its reliance on fossil fuels.



Quartz A specialist works onboard the Allseas' deep sea pipe laying ship Solitaire to
prepare a pipe for Nord Stream 2 pipeline in the Baltic Sea .

For Europe, Nord Stream 2 is a potential solution to surging gas and electricity
prices. For Russia, it’s an extremely lucrative cash cow that will tighten the country’s
already strong grip on Europe as its chief supplier of gas.

But for the US Congress to impose sanctions this week would have likely doomed the
NATO talks, widening an untimely rift between German and US officials at the
moment Russia appears ready to invade Ukraine.

Europe’s gas crisis has several causes including rising demand in Asia and the recent
lackluster performance of renewable. But Russia has strategically escalated the
situation by cutting back on gas deliveries throughout 2021, said Kristine Berzina,
senior fellow at the US German Marshall Fund. That put president Vladimir Putin in
a strong position for the talks, she said.

The situation is only likely to get worse. Gas demand is expected to fall in Europe
over the next decade as countries tackle climate change and build out renewable
energy, according to the International Energy Agency. But a growing share of that
demand will be met by imports, mostly from Russia. Meanwhile, an unlikely
replacement for fossil fuels in vehicles and industrial facilities—green
hydrogen—looks likely to give Russia even more political leverage over Europe.

Hydrogen will rewrite energy geopolitics
Hydrogen is fast emerging as the fuel of the future. As one of the few liquid fuels
packing a low-carbon punch (2.6 times more energy per kilogram than natural gas),
corporate and national decarbonization strategies are proposing it as a replacement
for fossil fuels for the steel, cement, and heavy transport sectors.

For now, hydrogen produced using renewable energy (so-called green hydrogen), is
still more than twice as more expensive as conventional fuels. But as costs fall, it
is poised to shake up the balance of energy-related geopolitical power.

“The 2050 energy flow map will look very different than it does today,” said Juergen
Peterseim, alternative fuels initiative lead at PricewaterhouseCoopers Germany.
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“Some of the established [fossil fuel] players have a really good potential to remain
energy exporters for green molecules.”

Today, almost all hydrogen is produced from natural gas (blue hydrogen) and is
produced close to where it is consumed. Once the price of producing green hydrogen
falls considerably—which could take years or decades, depending who you ask—it
may displace much of the demand for blue.

Until then, as more factories and vehicles adopt hydrogen-compatible technology,
both varieties will be in the mix for global trade.

The high cost of transporting hydrogen, via ship or pipeline, and the falling cost of
electrolyzer technology to produce it locally will somewhat limit hydrogen’s potential
as a globally traded commodity, Peterseim said. Most overseas export facilities
currently in the works plan to get around that by converting it to denser ammonia
first.

Either way, there will be enough countries with big climate aspirations, busy
industrial sectors, and limited renewable energy resources that a strong network for
global hydrogen trade will eventually emerge.

Japan is looking to import blue hydrogen from Saudi Arabia and green hydrogen
from Australia; a shipbuilding subsidiary of Hyundai Heavy Industries in South
Korea said this week it will have massive ships ready to transport hydrogen to that
country by 2025.

Energy incumbents are already maneuvering to dominate the future global hydrogen
trade, which may follow many of the same routes currently used by liquified natural
gas.

Saudi Arabia, Australia, the US, and Russia all have established fossil fuel industries,
plenty of energy export infrastructure, and robust gas and renewable resources.

Coal-dependent nations like China may increase their energy independence by
becoming large producers and consumers of domestic hydrogen.

New entrants are eyeing the hydrogen export opportunity, including Egypt, Morocco,
Chile, and Namibia. But these are at a disadvantage to more experienced competitors,
Peterseim says, because they have to build their export infrastructure from scratch.

Geographically-smaller oil and gas exporters without the space to build large
renewable farms, like Indonesia and Malaysia, may also ill-equipped for a switch to
green hydrogen production and lose geopolitical clout.

Europe will import much of its hydrogen
Europe, which faces high industrial energy demand and space constraints for
renewable, is likely to be on the receiving end.
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Green hydrogen may account for 20–25% (pdf) of total energy demand by 2050, and
while investment is growing slowly in domestic production capacity, most European
countries are likely to be net importers, according to PwC.

That’s good news for Russia, especially because European markets will be cheaper to
reach via pipeline than, say, via a tanker from Australia. Some German politicians
have already discussed eventually repurposing Nord Stream 2 itself as a hydrogen
pipeline.

It’s still unclear if the bet on hydrogen will pay off. Skeptics question the cost and the
practicality of carbon capture for blue hydrogen.

Chris Jackson, the former chair of the UK Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association, quit
his industry group, calling blue hydrogen an “expensive distraction.” And green
hydrogen has a long way to go before it is cost-competitive.

Whitney Herndon, who leads US energy research at the Rhodium Group, says green
hydrogen will be too expensive to replace fossil fuels unless governments impose
net-zero emission mandates, spur demand and create the economies of scale to drive
down prices.

It’s time to start building the infrastructure for the hydrogen economy
But the world can’t necessarily wait if it wants to achieve the steep emission cuts
called for under the Paris Agreement. The infrastructure to jump-start the new
hydrogen economy needs to start coming together now if nations want to reach
net-zero emissions by 2050.

“If you want to develop a hydrogen trade, everything needs to be built from scratch,”
Peterseim said.

And because big infrastructure projects like pipelines and import/export terminals
take many years to build, he said, developers will need to start work on them without
waiting for hydrogen to become cost-competitive, making for a tricky pitch to
financiers.

Still, he said, “this decade is absolutely crucial. If we don’t start with the
infrastructure soon we won’t have the volumes of hydrogen we need to decarbonize”
in line with the Paris Agreement goals.

Ash-covered Tonga is like a moonscape say residents
BBC News
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A massive volcanic eruption in Tonga that triggered tsunami waves has smothered the
Pacific islands in ash, cut power and severed communications.

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern says the tsunami wreaked "significant
damage", washing boats ashore and battering beach-side shops.

Information from Tonga is scarce but no deaths have been reported so far.

Locals say Tonga looks "like a moonscape" after being coated in a thick layer of
volcanic ash.

The dust was reportedly contaminating water supplies and making fresh water a vital
need, Ms Ardern said.

Aid charities said the ash and smoke had prompted authorities to tell people to wear
face masks to protect their lungs and drink bottled water.

The underwater volcano erupted on Saturday, sending a plume of ash into the sky and
sending 1.2m (4ft) waves towards Tonga. The eruption was so loud it could be heard
in New Zealand, some 2,383km (1,481m) from Tonga.

As the sky darkened with ash, videos showed traffic jams as people fled low-lying
areas by car. Hours later, Tonga's internet and phone lines went down, making the
island's 105,000 residents almost entirely unreachable.

Ms Ardern said power was being restored to some parts of the island and mobile
phones were slowly starting to work again. But the situation in some coastal areas
remained unknown.

Unable to speak to their friends and family, many Tongans in Australia and New
Zealand have grown concerned for their safety.
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Fatima said she had not heard anything from her colleague who runs a seafront
restaurant in Tonga's capital Nuku'alofa.

"It's all very sad, we are hoping for the best," she told the BBC. "This will hit them so
hard as they have been in lockdown a long time with no tourists visiting and now
this."

New Zealand and Australia are sending surveillance flights to assess the extent of the
damage.

EPA Tsunami threat over after Pacific eruption - monitor Satellite images suggest
some outlying islands have been completely submerged with seawater.



Experts say the eruption of the Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-Ha'apai volcano is the one of
the most violent in the region in decades.

The eight-minute eruption triggered tsunami warnings in several Pacific countries,
including Japan and the US. It caused flooding in some coastal parts of California
and Alaska. Satellite images offer glimpse at volcano's destruction

Ash-covered Tonga is like a moonscape say residents
Scientists got their first look at Hunga Tonga Hunga Ha'apai post-eruption on
Saturday when the EU's Sentinel-1A satellite flew overhead.

This spacecraft is a radar platform and can see through obscuring cloud and ash to
the surface below.

It showed clearly that much of the crater rim that stood above the ocean waters had
been destroyed - a testament to the ferocity of the blast.

BBC Ash-covered Tonga is like a moonscape say residents
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Researchers will be keen to understand the cause of a tsunami that produced waves
not just on nearby islands but at beaches right around the Pacific.

To what extent was the explosion itself responsible?

Pressure waves can make what are termed "meteotsunami". Or perhaps the
displacement of water was the result of an unseen collapse of part of the volcano
below the ocean surface.

More data in the coming days and weeks will establish the facts.

After talks make no progress, is Russian attack on Ukraine more likely?: Analysis
ABC News

A week of high-profile diplomatic talks between the West and Russia have not
dispelled fears that Russia may be preparing to attack Ukraine. US claims Russia
creating pretext for invading Ukraine.

Experts, who for months have been trying to understand whether Russia's troop
buildup near Ukraine is a negotiating ploy or preparations for a real attack, say the
question appears to have become: will Putin use force or not?

On Friday, the Biden administration intensified its alarms, warning it believes Russia
is "preparing for an invasion of Ukraine…should diplomacy fail to meet their
objectives."

Andriy Dubchak/APA Ukrainian soldier walks in a trench at the line of separation
from pro-Russian rebels, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Jan. 10, 2022.
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The White House accused Russia of "pre-positioning" operatives to be ready to stage
a "false-flag operation" in eastern Ukraine that would justify a Russian attack.

Russia has denied it is preparing to attack Ukraine, but has threatened it may use
unspecified "military technical measures" if its demands are not met.

The concern is that after massing tens of thousands of troops near Ukraine over the
last year, Russia in December made extraordinary demands, insisting on security
guarantees that NATO will never allow Ukraine to become a member and that the
alliance pull back troops from eastern European countries that joined after the Cold
War.

It made the demands in two draft "treaties" handed to the Biden administration and
NATO.

The U.S. and NATO called the demands a non-starter. But in the three sets of talks
this week, Russia did not budge from its core demands. Again and again, its
negotiators repeated it will accept nothing less than the NATO security guarantees.

While expressing interest in the U.S. offers to discuss arms control, Russian officials
said it was impossible to make progress on those areas without the guarantees. The
U.S. and NATO in the talks were equally uncompromising in rejecting those
guarantees, saying they cannot yield on core principles.

The talks seem at an impasse. Russia's lead negotiator, deputy foreign minister Sergey
Ryabkov, on Thursday said the efforts had approached a "dead-end."

Russia's foreign minister Sergey Lavrov has said it is now waiting for written
responses from the U.S. to Russia's treaties, after which Putin will decide next steps.

The U.S. as well as some analysts have worried Russia was engaging in the talks all
along with the expectation they would fail, allowing it to then claim it had no choice
to use force after diplomacy failed. Some now said the talks' outcome proved that was
the case.

It is also possible that the consequences the Kremlin has referred to could be less
than an attack on Ukraine, such as deploying missiles closer to Europe, or making its
military build up near Ukraine more permanent.

Ryabkov in an interview Thursday even refused to rule out deploying Russian
weapons to Cuba or Venezuela, something the U.S. quickly dismissed as "bluster."

But independent analysts say Russia is continuing to build up its forces near Ukraine.
Open source researchers this week said there is evidence troops and equipment from
units based in Russia's far east are now moving west.

Conflict Intelligence Team, an open source group that tracks Russian military
movements, said it has found a growing number of videos posted to social media that
appeared to show long trains carrying tanks and other military vehicles traveling
through eastern towns.
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Rob Lee, an analyst based at Kings College London's Department of War Studies,
told ABC News on Thursday equipment that was being moved.

"It doesn't look routine," Lee said. "It doesn't make that much sense that you'd see this
many videos of things moving unless there was something else going on."

He said it was impossible to say definitively yet whether the Russian forces'
destination was the border with Ukraine, but added that was "the most likely
explanation."

Most analysts have said they still don't believe Putin has made a final decision on
whether to launch an attack. But what comes next seems to be in the Russian
president's hands.

"For the moment, the next step is up to Putin," Lawrence Freedman, a professor also
at the Kings College War Studies Department wrote in a post Friday.

After this week's talks, it appears diplomacy seems to have failed to satisfy the
Kremlin's objectives.

Here’s what a Russian invasion of Ukraine would mean for markets
William Watts - MarketWatch

Angela Weiss/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images

Here’s what a Russian invasion of Ukraine would mean for markets

MARKET EXTRA
Fears of a Russian invasion of Ukraine are on the rise, prompting analysts and
traders to weigh the potential financial-market shock waves.

“If Russia invades Ukraine, the trade is buy TY,” wrote Brent Donnelly, president of
Spectra Markets, in a Friday note, referring to 10-year Treasury-note futures
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Treasurys are a traditional haven during periods of geopolitical and economic stress.
A rally in Treasurys would pull down yields, which move in the opposite direction of
prices.

A Treasury selloff has pushed up yields, with the 10-year Treasury rate finishing
near 1.77% Friday after hitting a nearly two-year high earlier in the week.

The Swiss franc, another popular haven, could also rally, with the euro/Swiss franc
currency pair likely to fall to CHF1.03 “on a frozen rope if Russia moves,” Donnelly
said. The euro bought 1.043 francs Friday.

Russia, which has already placed more than 100,000 troops on Ukraine border, this
week began moving tanks, infantry fighting vehicles, rocket launchers and other
military equipment westward from bases in its Far East, The Wall Street Journal
reported, citing U.S. officials and social-media reports.

Russian President Vladimir Putin is seen using the threat of an invasion as leverage,
as Moscow demands that NATO never offer membership to Ukraine or Georgia.

Russia has pressed a range of other demands, including that U.S. and allied troops
leave NATO’s East and Central European members.

Talks this week between Russia, the U.S. and NATO failed to produce a breakthrough.
The U.S. and its allies have pledged to respond to any Russian invasion of Ukraine
with harsh economic sanctions.

Jitters rose Friday after a cyberattack left a number of Ukrainian government
websites temporarily unavailable. Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman Oleg
Nikolenko told the Associated Press it was too soon to tell who was behind the attack,
“but there is a long record of Russian cyber assaults against Ukraine in the past.”

Russia’s invasion and annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula in 2014 sent
shudders through global markets, but as is often the case around geopolitical
flare-ups, volatility soon subsided.

“In 2014, U.S. equities had some meaningful downdrafts on Ukraine (March and May)
but shook off the story rather quickly. I don’t think equities are a good way to play
this scenario,” Donnelly said.

When it comes to equities, the takeaway from past geopolitical crises may be that it’s
best not to sell into a panic, wrote MarketWatch columnist Mark Hulbert in
September.

He noted data compiled by Ned Davis Research examining the 28 worst political or
economic crises over the six decades before the 9/11 attacks in 2001.

In 19 cases, the Dow Jones Industrial Average was higher six months after the crisis
began. The average six-month gain following all 28 crises was 2.3%.
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In the aftermath of 9/11, which left markets closed for several days, the Dow fell
17.5% at its low but recovered to trade above its Sept. 10 level by Oct. 26, six weeks
later.

Donnelly said he tends to fade market reactions to political angst.
“Geopolitical issues are simmering all the time and if you look back on history, very,
very few geopolitical events impact markets for more than a few days,” he said, but
noted that there are exceptions — and when they happen, “it’s huge.”

U. S. stocks posted a mixed finish Friday, leaving the Dow Jones Industrial Average a
0.9% weekly fall and the S&P 500 and Nasdaq Composite each down 0.3%.

Early 2022 weakness in U.S. equities has been blamed largely on a jump in Treasury
yields tied to surging inflation pressures and expectations the Federal Reserve will be
much more aggressive than previously anticipated in raising rates and tightening
policy.

The VanEck Russia exchange-traded fund is down 6.6% so far in January and has
dropped over a quarter from a more-than-nine-year high set in late October. The
Russian ruble is down more than 9% versus the U.S. dollar over roughly the same
stretch.

Barron’s: As Russia-Ukraine Tensions Heat Up, Russian Stocks May Be Too Cheap
to Resist. Meanwhile, analysts say investors haven’t fully priced in what an invasion
would mean for commodities, particularly natural gas wheat and corn wrote
MarketWatch’s Myra Saefong.

Europe relies heavily on Russian gas transiting through Ukraine, and particularly so
given 2022 has started with record-low European gas stocks. An invasion would
likely scuttle approval of operations for the recently completed Nord Stream 2
pipeline, which is set to bring more natural gas directly to Germany, bypassing
Ukraine.

Oil futures have rallied to begin 2022, with West Texas Intermediate crude the U.S.
benchmark up more than 11% since the calendar flipped, while global benchmark
Brent crude has advanced more than 10%. Both are trading not far off multiyear
highs set in November.

“With oil prices firmly in the White House political red zone and a Russian invasion
of Ukraine still a front and center concern, the scramble for additional barrels will
likely become an increasingly urgent priority,” wrote analysts at RBC Capital
Markets, in a Thursday note.

Killing of Jordanian soldier puts Amman, Damascus in a bind - analysis
Seth J. Frantzman - Jerusalem Post
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A Jordanian soldier was killed and several soldiers wounded on Sunday, according to
reports.

The killing took place due to drug smuggling from Syria. The smugglers fled back to
Syria, leaving behind a large cache of drugs, an army statement said, according to
Reuters.

“The army will respond with all strength and resolve [against] any infiltration
attempt to protect our borders and prevent anyone who dares to violate our national
security,” the statement said.

This puts Amman in a bind. Jordan is in the news because the US has apparently
encouraged Jordan and Egypt to be involved in supplying Lebanon’s energy needs.

This could go through Syria, since that’s the most logical land corridor to Lebanon.

Jordan has been trying to stabilize relations with Syria for several years, and the king
of Jordan received a call from Syrian regime leader Bashar Assad for the first time
last October after many years of silence.

Jordan’s position is complex not only because it is on the border with Syria, with the
Syrian Civil War about to spill over for many years.

It has also hosted hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees. Jordan welcomed them
as brothers, and many of them even had tribal or family connections because southern
Syria and northern Jordan have histories in common.
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The Jerusalem Post SYRIAN ARMY soldiers pose in Deraa al-Balad, this week.
(credit: SANA/REUTERS)

Jordan also hosted the “operations room” during the Syrian war. Reports noted in
2014 that Jordan “warily” assisted Syrian rebels. Other countries assisted these
rebels as well, in some cases via Jordan.

This included the United States, which even carved out a garrison in Tanf near the
Jordan-Iraq border, just inside Syria.

The support for the rebels fell apart in 2018 when the Assad regime, with Russia’s
backing, moved back into southern Syria and defeated the southern Syria rebels.

Some of them took buses to Idlib, others stayed and joined a Russian-backed unit
linked to the Syrian Army’s 5th Corps. Ahmed Audeh became a key figure in this unit.

Meanwhile, refugees in Jordan chose not to go home, afraid of repercussions. In
addition, there has been continued fighting in southern Syria between disgruntled
locals and the regime.

There may be ISIS cells there as well, and Hezbollah has built up a presence. The
king of Jordan, like the United States in 2015, sought to shift to fighting ISIS. Since
then, Jordan understands that stability is important in southern Syria.

However, the weakened Syrian regime has been hollowed out by war. Into the hollow
has come Iranian tentacles via the Albukamal crossing and Imam Ali base on the
border with Iraq.

From there, Iran seeks to use a corridor not so far from Jordan to support operations
against Israel from Syria.

Airstrikes have targeted Iranian operations in Syria over the years. In 2019, Russia
even claimed Israel was overflying Jordan to conduct airstrikes in Syria.



Add to this the recent attack. While Jordan wants stability, and other Arab countries,
including Egypt, Iraq and the UAE, want some outreach to Syria, there are concerns
about Syria’s ongoing slouching into the drug trade.

Drugs have often been a key trade for terrorist groups and Mafia-like narco-states.
Hezbollah is involved in the international drug trade. Jordan is now concerned about
all the drugs coming from Syria. These apparently are trucks destined for the Gulf.

“Last year, the Jordanian army said it shot down a drone flying a large quantity of
drugs across the border,” Reuters reported.

“Jordanian officials say Lebanon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah group and militias who
hold sway in southern Syria are behind smuggling of one of the most popular banned
drugs, a stimulant known as Captagon, which has a thriving market in the Arab Gulf.
Hezbollah denies the accusations, calling them fabricated.”

Caroline Rose, a senior analyst and head of the Power Vacuums Program at the New
Lines Institute for Strategy and Policy, has written extensively on the issue of the
Captagon trade.

“Captagon shipments continue to overwhelm regional law enforcement systems, with
Saudi Arabia receiving millions of Captagon pills camouflaged among licit goods like
oranges, pomegranates, cocoa beans, and grapes at its land and maritime ports,” she
wrote in an article last November.

“Similarly, Jordan has struggled to keep up with the trade, as its forces lack the
necessary resources and personnel to intercept all suspicious cross-border shipments
and contend with violent cross-border clashes with traffickers. And across the
Mediterranean in Europe and Africa, seizures of Syrian-sourced Captagon have
become more frequent, found smuggled in pizza ovens, cardboard cylinders, and
industrial equipment.”

Another New Lines Institute article last November examined Jordan’s policy and the
situation in Syria. “Jordan has served as a transit country for Captagon... and one of
its hopes for increased cooperation with Syria is addressing smuggling from the
north,” Abdulaziz Kilani wrote.

The drug trade has now resulted in casualties in Jordan. That’s bad news for Amman.
Outreach to Syria has not cut down on the trade. Syria’s regime, which is under
sanctions, apparently is using the trade to keep money flowing.

If the countries seeking outreach can’t cut down on the trade, then it’s not clear what
their outreach to the Syrian regime is accomplishing. It should also call into question
using Syria as an energy hub to supply Lebanon via Jordan.

Covid-19 Test Distribution Plans Put More Pressure on U.S. Supply
Brianna Abbott & Peter Loftus - The Wall Street Journal



The Biden administration’s plan to buy and distribute 1 billion rapid Covid-19 tests is
sending manufacturers and distributors racing to boost tight nationwide supplies.

Bryan Smith/Zuma Press Covid-19 Test Distribution Plans Put More Pressure on U.S.
Supply

Rapid, at-home tests have been in short supply in recent weeks as holiday gatherings
and the Omicron surge supercharged demand. Businesses, officials and people across
the country were already competing for limited tests before the administration set
plans to buy 1 billion more.

“I’m thrilled that the administration is doing this, but where are the tests coming
from?” said Sara Citrenbaum, co-director of the volunteer advocacy group Rapid
Tests.

The administration has completed contracts for 420 million tests, administration
officials said Friday. Starting Jan. 19, officials said, people will be able to order the
first of the 1 billion rapid tests.

People will be able order up to four tests per household on covidtests.gov that will be
shipped within seven to 12 days.

The Biden administration had secured 50 million at-home, rapid tests as of
Wednesday, said Dawn O’Connell, Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and
Response at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

“We worked with warehouses to see where additional tests were stored,” Ms.
O’Connell said at a Senate hearing.

The federal government on Thursday announced contracts with three rapid-test
makers, Abbott Rapid Dx North America LLC, iHealth Lab Inc., and Roche
Diagnostics Corp., for a total of 380 million over-the-counter tests. The contracts
have estimated completion dates of March 14, according to the Defense Department.



Officials said the administration would be able to keep up with the promised timeline.
They said 375 million rapid Covid-19 tests would be on the market in January in
addition to tests the federal government is purchasing and distributing.

An Abbott Laboratories spokeswoman said the company plans to make 70 million
BinaxNow tests in the U.S. in January and to reach output of 100 million a month by
March.

“We’ve got plenty of capacity to support U.S. demand and international demand,”
Abbott Chief Executive Officer Robert Ford said at an investor conference Tuesday.

“And I think you’re seeing, also, even more companies ramp up their
manufacturing.”

The U.S. has an estimated capacity of 260 million rapid antigen tests this month,
according to a Jan. 12 report from researchers at Arizona State University and
Health Catalysts Group, a consulting firm. They used publicly available information
to forecast that monthly capacity would increase to 355 million tests in February and
526 million tests in March.

Many test manufacturers are currently “on allocation,” meaning that everything that
they are producing has been designated to a specific customer before it is fully
manufactured, the report said.

But the additional demand spurred by the Biden administration might cause
manufacturers to further scale-up production, said Mara Aspinall, co-founder of the
Biomedical Diagnostics program at Arizona State University, who tracks the
Covid-19 testing market and is a board member of the rapid-test maker OraSure
Technologies Inc.

It might take some time to catch up, said Bernstein analyst Lee Hambright: “It’s
going to be hard to meet that demand, hard to get there quickly.”

There are about a dozen companies with authorization in the U.S. to sell
over-the-counter, at-home antigen tests, which hunt for pieces of virus protein and
include brands like Flowflex and QuickVue in addition to Abbott’s BinaxNow.

There are also a handful of companies with authorization for PCR-like,
over-the-counter tests.

A spokeswoman for Quidel Corp., which makes the QuickVue test, said the company
has provided millions of at-home Covid-19 tests to the federal government and is
increasing production at its factory in Carlsbad, Calif.

Two large over-the-counter antigen test manufacturers, Siemens Healthineers and SD
Biosensor Inc. which joined with diagnostics giant Roche, got their authorizations in
December and are expected to help boost rapid test supplies.

Siemens Healthineers is making millions of rapid tests available to U.S. customers
and is working to distribute them through the federal and state governments, large



health systems and at retail, a spokeswoman said. Roche will provide tens of millions
of tests a month, with initial deliveries arriving in the U.S. later this month, a
spokeswoman said.

iHealth is making around 200 million tests a month and it expects to double that
output in February, a spokeswoman said.

Another diagnostics company, LumiraDx, plans to launch an at-home Covid-19 test in
the second quarter, with capacity to produce about 300 million a month.

Hillary Clinton invokes MLK’s criticism of ‘white moderates’ after Manchin and
Sinema reject filibuster reform
Alex Woodward - The Independent
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Hillary Clinton has invoked Martin Luther King Jr’s criticisms of “the white
moderate “ in what appeared to be a thinly- veiled rebuke of Democrats Joe
Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema after they rejected President Joe Biden’s urgent
demands to change Senate filibuster rules that block passage of federal voting rights
legislation.

In a message on Twitter, the former Democratic presidential candidate quoted the
late civil rights leader’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” in which he rebuts “unjust
laws” as well as “the white moderate” with a “shallow understanding” of injustice.

“I had hoped that the white moderate would understand that law and order exist for
the purpose of establishing justice, and that when they fail in this purpose they
become the dangerously structured dams that block the flow of social progress,” Ms
Clinton quoted Mr King as saying.
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Joe Biden seems to indicate Democrats won't change the filibuster rule
She added: “This is a subtweet.”

President Biden met with a group of Democratic senators on Thursday following
House passage of an omnibus voting rights bill that would create national standards
for ballot access and voter registration, combat election subversion, and revive
anti-discrimination protections in the landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965.

The bill – combining the Freedom to Vote Act and John Lewis Voting Rights
Advancement Act, which both faced repeat Republican filibusters in the Senate – is
heading to the Senate floor.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer has pledged to amend current filibuster rules,
which require most legislation to receive 60 votes to move forward.

Senators Manchin and Sinema have already pledged to shoot such plans down.

In her remarks to the Senate on Thursday, Senator Sinema warned that changes to the
filibuster would worsen political division in the US.

“Eliminating the 60-vote threshold on a party line with the thinnest of possible
majorities to pass these bills that I support will not guarantee that we prevent
demagogues from winning office.”

After meeting with the president, Senator Manchin issued a statement saying he “will
not vote to eliminate or weaken the filibuster.”

Martin Luther King III, the eldest son of the late civil rights leader, led a march and
rally in Arizona on Saturday calling on Senator Sinema “to urgently pass federal
voting rights legislation and ensure that the Jim Crow filibuster does not stand in the
way”.

On 17 January, the federal holiday commemorating the civil rights leader’s birthday,
the family will march in Washington DC.

Mr King III and other voting rights advocates are calling for “no celebration” of the
holiday without voting rights legislation.

His wife Arndrea Waters King told CNN that there is “no better way to observe the
King holiday” than to rally around voting rights protections.

“If we’re really talking about celebrating the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr, voting
rights was a cornerstone of his legacy,” she said.

“We cannot simply in good faith celebrate him or celebrate that legacy with this
current attack on access to the ballot box.”

In a furious address from Atlanta on Tuesday, Mr Biden condemned a
Republican-backed wave of state-level legislation to restrict ballot access and change
the rules of election administration.



After meeting with senators on Thursday, Mr Biden told reporters that previous
pieces of civil rights legislation failed before they ultimately passed through
Congress.

“We missed this time,” he said. “And state legislative bodies continue to change the
law, not as to who can vote, but gets to count the vote.”

Last year, Republican state lawmakers passed at least 32 new laws in 17 states to
change how elections are run, including efforts to strip oversight from election
officials and put it into the hands of GOP-dominated state legislatures.

GOP legislators filed at least 262 such bills in 41 states, and more are expected as
legislative sessions resume in 2022, according to States United Democracy Center.

A parallel effort saw the passage of at least 24 laws in 19 states restricting ballot
access, after GOP legislators filed more than 440 bills in 49 states last year,
according to the Brennan Center for Justice at New York University School of Law.

More than a dozen bills restricting ballot access have been pre-filed ahead of 2022
legislative sessions in four states, and at least 88 bills in nine states will carry over
from 2021 sessions.

Much-loved San Francisco Bay Area company announces move to Utah
Amy Graff - SFGATE

From SFgate.con

https://statesuniteddemocracy.org/resources/decupdate/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-december-2021
https://www.sfgate.com/author/amy-graff/


Ila (8) and Dennie (5) hold up stickers in the warehouse of Mrs. Grossman's in
Petaluma on the second to last day of factory tours. Bill Disbrow/SFGATE

A company that has stuck around the San Francisco Bay Area for 43 years announced
it's moving to Utah in the spring.

Mrs. Grossman's Paper Company, credited with spawning the sticker craze of the
1980s, is shutting down its Petaluma headquarters and factory, citing the high cost of
doing business in California as one reason for leaving the state, a letter posted online
at the start of 2022 said.

The company said it has purchased a new building in Utah.
The factory was long been a destination for local families and school children who
got an up-close look at the sticker-making process — dancing bears and jelly beans
being printed and cut on massive machines — on guided tours. The tour ended in the
craft room where kids created their own art piece with piles of vibrant and glittery
stickers. The tours stopped in 2019.

The company said it's also closing its wholesale business, which struggled in the
COVID pandemic, and will focus on online sales and its sticker club, which mails new
designs to members every month.

"With redirected effort in these two areas, we plan on offering a lot more on our
website and boost our club offering," the company said.

"In 2022 you will see some products that we are currently out-of-stock of come back
while also adding products that we have not had in many, many years."

Andrea Grossman launched the company in 1979 with a glossy red heart sticker that
has become a symbol of the 1980s sticker mania, when kids plastered books with their
collections of stickers.

https://people.com/archive/america-is-getting-stuck-up-those-blots-on-the-landscape-are-googlies-glowies-and-smellies-vol-21-no-6/
https://mrsgrossmans.com/pages/copy-of-mrs-grossmans-company-store
https://www.facebook.com/MrsGrossmans/photos/a.145176298267/10158130503523268/?type=3&amp;theater
https://stickerclub.mrsgrossmans.com/


The story goes that a friend who owned a gift shop in Sausalito asked Grossman to
design a heart to stick on gift wrap for Valentine's Day, a bio posted on the company
site said.

Grossman sent a design to a label maker, asking that the hearts be printed on sheets.
Instead, the stickers were printed on rolls, like ribbons.

"Andrea immediately realized this dazzling ‘mistake’ could turn into something pretty
interesting," the site said.

"These gorgeous heart stickers could be more than something to decorate a product;
they just might be the product itself."

Grossman designed more stickers and launched "stickers by the yard" at a national
stationery show. She was flooded with orders.

"Grossman ... made a flock of hearts, sold them on a roll and attracted so many
adherents that she now peddles 150 varieties worldwide," the article in People said.

Grossman's son Jason Grossman is now president of the company, and he told ABC
7 that's he's sad about the move.

"I mean, we've been an institution here forever," he said.

He added: "The pandemic changed things. I just found moving out of this state easier
for business, and I need everything easier now, I'm getting old."

New Virginia AG Fires 30 Staff Members Prior To Taking Office
Bryan Barr (Contributor) - Politic

Anna Moneymaker/Getty Images

Virginia Attorney General Jason Miyares fired 30 staff members, 17 of whom were
attorneys, Friday, according to the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
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Miyares was sworn into the position of Virginia Attorney General on Jan. 15
alongside Republican Governor Glenn Youngkin, according to the Richmond
Times-Dispatch.

“During the campaign, it was made clear that now Attorney General-elect Miyares
and Attorney General Herring have very different visions for the office,” Miyares
spokesperson Victoria LaCivita said, according to the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

“We are restructuring the office, as every incoming AG has done in the past.”

“These are dedicated and professional public servants who do important work, like
investigate wrongful convictions, protect Virginians’ civil rights, help to ensure free
and fair elections, and prevent human trafficking and opioid abuse,” said former AG
Herring spokesperson Charlotte Gomer, regarding the fired staff
members, according to 13NewsNow.
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“Their absence will be a significant loss to the mission of the Office of Attorney
General.”

Miyares announced on Twitter his intention for his office to investigate scandals
involving the Virginia Parole Board and Loudoun County schools, and that some of
these investigations have already been opened.

GOP senator blocks Biden EPA nominees over coal plant decision
Zack Budack Budryk - The Hill

Sen. Cynthia Lummis (R-Wyo.) on Friday confirmed she placed a hold on President
Biden’s nominee for a senior Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) position, citing
concerns over the EPA’s policy toward a coal plant in her state.

Senate Environment Committee Chair Tom Carper (D-Del.) said on Wednesday that
the nomination of David Uhlmann for the EPA’s assistant administrator for
enforcement and compliance assurance had been pulled from the schedule. Carper
said during a markup that an unnamed committee member was waiting for further
information from the agency before deciding whether to back the nomination.

In a statement Wednesday, Lummis confirmed she was the senator in question, and
said that she had decided to block the nomination after the EPA rejected the state’s
regional haze plan for the Jim Bridger Power Plant in southeastern Wyoming.

Regional haze refers to air pollution’s impact on visibility in 156 national parks and
wilderness areas. Lummis’s office confirmed she would hold all four of Biden’s
currently unconfirmed EPA nominees over the issue.

“The EPA’s decision today is a complete reversal from that of career EPA employees
during the previous administration,” Lummis said in a statement.

“The Biden EPA’s decision here is needlessly hurting Wyoming’s energy workers and
threatening America’s energy independence as well. It is blatantly political, and I will
continue to block President Biden’s EPA nominees over this issue,” she continued.
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“Wyoming has worked tirelessly to comply with federal law on its regional haze plan
for the Jim Bridger Power Plant. The Biden administration’s decision to reverse
course to appease environmental activists, including climate czars in the White House,
will not help the people, or the environment, of Wyoming.”

The committee previously voted 10-9 in December to advance Uhlmann’s nomination,
with Lummis not voting. Republicans in Congress have frequently blasted the Biden
administration's environmental policies, which include a target of net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.

After 2021 saw spikes in fuel prices worldwide, due to a variety of factors, the GOP
has attacked the administration's energy agenda as hurting the middle class and
reducing American energy independence.

"EPA will continue to work with the Senate to confirm our nominees as quickly as
possible and we will continue to work with Sen. Lummis and our partners in Wyoming
to ensure they have information about agency action in the state," EPA spokesperson
Timothy Carroll said in a statement to The Hill.

The Hill has reached out to the White House for comment.

Prosecutors offer to drop Ghislaine Maxwell's perjury charges if she is sentenced
Mychael Schnell - The Hill

Prosecutors in the Ghislaine Maxwell case are offering to drop two perjury charges
against the British socialite if she is sentenced for the sex-related crimes she was
convicted of last month.

The offer comes as defense attorneys for Maxwell are calling for a new trial after one
of the jurors on the case revealed in media interviews that he had been a victim of
sexual assault as a child.

Maxwell faces up to 65 years in prison after being found guilty of five counts last
month on charges including enticing minors to travel to engage in sex acts and
transporting minors with the intent of having them engage in criminal activity.
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She was accused of helping her close confidant, convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein,
recruit and sexually abuse underage girls, allegations that she has denied.

In a letter to Judge Alison Nathan filed on Monday, the government said it is willing
to dismiss two perjury counts against Maxwell if her post-trial motions are denied. If
any of them are granted, prosecutors said parties should propose a schedule for
further proceedings.

Maxwell is facing two counts of perjury in connection to a 2016 civil deposition,
which was part of a defamation lawsuit filed by Jeffrey Epstein accuser Virginia
Giuffre. A date for that trial has not yet been set.

The government said it is prepared to drop the two charges “in light of the victims’
significant interests in bringing closure to this matter and avoiding the trauma of
testifying again.”

Maxwell, however, does not appear to be interested in striking a deal. Her defense
team asked the court to delay establishing schedule for sentencing “because there is a
compelling basis for the Court to overturn Ms. Maxwell’s conviction and grant her a
new trial based on the disclosure of Juror #50 during deliberations,” referring to the
juror who said he was a sexual assault victim.

The defense also said that requiring Maxwell to take part in the preparation of the
Pre-sentence Investigation Report — which helps the court come to a sentencing
decision — while waiting for a response to her motion for a new trial would
“adversely impact her Fifth Amendment rights.”

The attorneys said any scheduling for the perjury counts “should be deferred until the
post-trial motions are resolved.”

Both the prosecutors and defense attorneys in the Maxwell case raised concerns after
learning that a juror had been a victim of sexual assault, which was not disclosed
during jury selection. Prosecutors wrote to Nathan asking that an investigation into
the matter be opened, and the defense said a new trial should be held.

The defense pointed to reports from British media that accused the juror of telling
other jurors that he had been sexually abused as a child in an effort to persuade them
to convict Maxwell, according to The Associated Press.

Maxwell’s attorneys are also reportedly arguing that the juror’s failure to report his
experience with sexual assault compromised the jury selection process.

Four states declare states of emergency ahead of weekend snowstorm
Brad dress - The Hill
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Four states on the East Coast have declared a state of emergency ahead of a large
snowstorm expected to hit Southern and Eastern states Martin Luther King Jr. Day
weekend.

Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia all declared a state of
emergency on Friday in advance of the storm.

Winter storm warnings from the National Weather Service (NWS) will remain in effect
for multiple states into Monday.

The snowstorm is expected to bring "widespread and significant snow and ice up the
Eastern Seaboard," according to the NWS.

The NWS is forecasting up to 12 inches of snow in Virginia, depending on the region.
Virginia was slammed by a winter storm earlier this month, which caused an
overnight gridlock on a 50-mile stretch of the I-95 highway.

Outgoing Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam (D) on Friday declared a state of emergency,
which he said will assist the state response under the new governor sworn in on
Saturday, Glenn Youngkin (R), ABC 7 reported.

“Declaring a state of emergency now allows our emergency responders to prepare,
and to move supplies and equipment where they expect to need them the most,"
Northam said in a statement, reported ABC 7.

"This also gives Governor-elect Youngkin the ability to respond to any storm needs
swiftly. I urge Virginians to take this storm seriously and make preparations now,” he
continued.

Multiple inches of snow are also expected in areas from the Carolinas all the way to
Georgia, according to the NWS, with snowfall in most parts of the region expected not
to exceed six inches but higher accumulations possible in mountains in the region.
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North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper (D) said the storm could bring "power outages and
travel disruptions," in his emergency declaration.

“This storm will bring significant impacts from snow, sleet and freezing rain in
different parts of the state," he said.

South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster (R) warned in his emergency declaration that
the storm "may cause significant damage to public and private property and disrupt
essential utility services and systems throughout the State of South Carolina."

Cooper and McMaster urged residents to stay home to avoid the incoming
weather, even as both states have begun prepping roads for travelers still expected to
commute.

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) also warned about danger on the roads.
"Due to the possibility of black ice accumulating on roadways, the winter storm poses
a danger to the people of Georgia," he said in his declaration of a state of
emergency in the state.

"Assistance from the state of Georgia is necessary to provide for the public's health,
safety, and welfare, protect public and private property and mitigate consequences of
this winter storm," he continued.

Public health expert: Biden administration needs to have agencies on the 'same
page' about COVID
Joseph Choi - The Hill

Greg Nash

Ashish Jha, the dean of the Brown University School of Public Health, on Sunday
advised the Biden administration to get its agencies on the "same page" when it came
to COVID-19 messaging, saying a consistent message would be "enormously helpful."
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Fox News anchor John Roberts asked Jha on "Fox News Sunday" for his thoughts on
the Biden administration's COVID-19 guidelines messaging, noting that Rochelle
Walensky, director for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and President
Biden's chief medical adviser Anthony Fauci appeared to offer differing guidance
when it came to measures like masking.

"Yes, so we have different agencies that have not been on the same page, John. And I
think that part has been a real problem," Jha said, pointing changing COVID-19
norms, including using rapid antigen tests more often as opposed to PCR tests.

"And, so the science here is changing. I think the messages has not kept up," he said.

As Jha put it, although former President Trump often related incorrect information
about the COVID-19 pandemic, there was a singular opposing message with correct
information that did not conflict with itself.

"I think the White House needs to get its messaging discipline together, needs to make
sure that people are speaking from the same page," said Jha.

"My sense is that that has not been happening consistently. And it would be
enormously helpful to the American people if that messaging was more consistent."

When asked by Roberts if the inconsistent messaging was creating problems, Jha
acknowledged that it made it "harder" for people to understand what they should be
doing.

During a Senate hearing last week, Walensky and Fauci faced critical questioning
about the White House's confusing COVID-19 guidelines. Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.)
slammed the White House for its reversals on certain guidelines, the roll-out of
coronavirus booster shots and the shortage of COVID-19 testing.

"I’m not questioning the science," Burr said to Walensky.

"But I’m questioning your communication strategies. It’s no wonder the American
people are confused."

https://thehill.com/people/rochelle-walensky
https://thehill.com/people/rochelle-walensky
https://thehill.com/people/joe-biden
https://thehill.com/people/joe-biden
https://thehill.com/people/anthony-fauci
https://thehill.com/people/donald-trump
https://thehill.com/people/richard-burr

